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surface, and armaments, have as much power within
themselves to kindle a flame, and thus produce a
geneial conflagration The larger States wait for the
opportunity of throwing the blame on their lesser
neighbours, and of plunging themselves with avarice
into the general melee Such are the perplexities of
the world situation. But that is a negative view of
the peace problem, which has to be approached not
as distinguished from war, or conditions that might
lead to war, but as peace founded and superimposed
on the very principle of the universe, namely, co-
ordination and harmony, the great Brahmimc idea
of the Supreme Mind and Creation; and that peace
can only be the outcome of the spirit of good-will
and the spirit of mutual tolerance, the spirit of
neighbourly brotherhood, not the materialistic spirit
of grab and take, the incessant struggle between the
strong and the weak.
In the political science of ancient times the idea
of peace could never arise without waging war, and
this has been till now the logical sequence in history.
In the Arthasastra by Kautilya, which was written
nearly three centuries before Christ, and which is consi-
dered to be the greatest Sanskrit work m the art of
government duties of kmgs.and the methods of deplo-
macy, it was definitely laid down, for example, that
agreement of peace shall be made with equal and
superior kings, and an inferior king shall be attacked.
This has been the governing principle of nations for